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PREFACE. 


The  Author  was  at  first  led  to  undertake  this  Work  by  obferving  the  univerfal  and  active 
character  of  the  “  restorations”  of  Medieval  Work  in  France. 

No  “  restoration,”  however  careful  and  painstaking  in  its  charafter  (still  lefs  when  it  forms  part 
of  a  wholesale  syftem)  can  convey  to  the  student  of  Christian  art  the  innumerable  lessons  that  are  to 
be  drawn  from  original  work. 

A  series,  therefore,  of  careful  and  accurate  illustrations  of  buildings,  wholly  or  in  part  untouched 
by  restoration,  appeared  very  desirable,  and  the  Author  ventures  to  hope  that  what  he  has  so 
imperfeftly  done  in  the  present  work  will  not  be  found  without  value  as  a  contribution  towards  such 
a  series. 

The  same  arguments  apply  to  English  Architecture,  and  without  undervaluing  the  various  works 
that  have  appeared  in  its  illustration,  there  is  st'ill  need  of  a  series  which  should  set  forth,  in  a 
comprehensive  yet  inexpensive  manner,  a  number  of  the  Parish  Churches  and  smaller  Minsters  so 
plentifully  scattered  over  the  Country. 

The  necessity,  it  is  true,  is  not  so  pressing  here  as  in  France,  yet  many,  very  many  of  our 
ancient  Churches  are  yearly  destroyed;  and  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  if  our  future  Architecture  is 
to  be  good  and  national ,  too  much  care  cannot  be  expended  in  preserving  records  of  our  English 
work. 

It  is  neceffary  to  make  one  or  two  technical  obfervations  on  the  Drawings. 

They  illustrate  some  of  the  best  examples  of  the  earlier  pointed  Architecture  of  France,  and,  it 
is  believed,  are  clear  enough  to  exhibit  with  some  minuteness  the  various  features  of  the  buildings. 

A  building  has  occasionally  been  found  inacceflible  to  complete  measurement ;  but  a  great  number 
of  dimenfions  have  been  secured.  In  such  a  cafe,  the  drawing  has  been  completed  in  front  of  the 
building,  and  is  called  a  “Sketch  Elevation.”  All  thefe  drawings  are  nearly  correct  in  dimenfions, 
even  in  detail,  various  approximate  methods  of  meafurement  having  been  employed;  and  all  figured 
dimenfions  are  actually  correft. 

In  some  cases  difcrepancies  exist  between  the  figured  dimenfions  on  the  drawings,  and  the  apparent 
dimenfions  tefted  by  an  ivory  scale.  These  arife  from  the  expanfion  of  the  paper  in  printing,  and 
the  figures  are  in  all  cafes  cor  reft. 

All  the  geometrical  drawings  not  aftually  completed  on  the  spot  have  been,  when  finished, 
carefully  compared  and  correfted  with  the  buildings. 

The  spire  on  the  south-weft  tower  of  the  Church  of  S.  Leu  d’Eflerent  was  inacceflible  for 
meafurement,  and  is  fliewn  in  the  drawings  from  photographs  taken  so  far  off  that  the  proportion 
and  height  may  be  confidered  as  accurately  reprefented. 

The  horizontal  jointing  of  the  ftones,  and  the  average  diftances  and  charafter  of  the  vertical  and 
arch  joints  have  been  carefully  attended  to. 

The  Author  has  to  thank  several  of  his  fellow  travellers,  for  their  kindnefs  in  pointing  out  to 
him  and  aflisting  in  the  meafurement  of  many  of  the  examples.  He  names  especially  Meffrs.  G.  F. 
Bodley,  T.  Austin,  E.  G.  Palev,  J.  J.  Stevenson,  E.  R.  Robson,  W.  Jolley,  and 
F.  Garrard. 
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